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Abstract— The quality of electrical power supply is adversely affected by the use of power electronic based equipment. Power 

quality problems raised are reduced by using Custom Power Devices (CPD).Unified Power Quality Conditioner (UPQC), is a device 

which allow the mitigation of voltage and current disturbances that could affect sensitive electrical loads. UPQC is a combination of 

Series Active Power Filter (APF) that compensates voltage harmonics of the power supply, and Shunt APF that compensates 

harmonic currents of a non-linear load. This paper presents realization of UPQC using PWM-VSI inverter in MATLAB/Simulink tool. 

A dqo transformation based PWM controller is used to derive gating pulses for the IGBT switch. Comparison of voltage and current 

level in different operating condition, along with the level of Total Harmonic Distortion (THD) with and without UPQC and faulted 

condition. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In modern power distribution system the use of nonlinear loads is increased. Many non-linear loads like electric arc furnaces, power 

electronic convertors etc. introduces current and voltage harmonics. Proper functioning of sensitive loads like computers, micro-

controllers depend upon the quality of power supplied. Various electrical power quality problems such as voltage sag, swell, 

harmonics, noise, voltage unbalance, etc are found. For the mitigation of current as well as voltage based distortions, various Custom 

Power devices can be used. Different CPD such as Dynamic Voltage Regulator (DVR), Distribution Static Compensator 

(DSTATCOM), and UPQC are also reported for the effective mitigation of voltage sag/swell, while compensation capability of UPQC 

is better.  

 

The UPQC is a combination of series and shunt active filters connected in cascade via a common DC link capacitor. Both the devices 

are fired by gating signals. The gate pulses are generated by control technique used. It is the control strategy which decides the 

efficiency of a particular system. The main purpose of a UPQC is to compensate for supply voltage and current. UPQC can absorb 

active power or inject active power. The shunt connected converter balance the source currents by injecting negative and zero 

sequence components and control the power factor by injecting the required reactive current. The series connected converter balance 

the voltages at the load bus by injecting negative and zero sequence voltages and regulate the magnitude of the load bus voltage by 

injecting the required active and reactive components. 

 

This paper deals with the effectiveness of UPQC for distribution network with nonlinear load under normal and faulted conditions. 

The proposed control technique has been evaluated under different load conditions using MATLAB software. 

 

UNIFIED POWER QUALITY CONDITIONER  

UPQC is the integration of Series APF and shunt APF, active power filters, connected back-to-back on the dc side, sharing a common 

DC capacitor. The series component of the UPQC is responsible for mitigation of the supply side disturbances: voltage sags/swells, 

flicker, voltage unbalance and harmonics. It inserts voltages so as to maintain the load voltages at a desired level; balanced and 

distortion free. The shunt component is responsible for mitigating the current quality problems caused by the consumer: poor power 

factor, load harmonic currents, load unbalance etc. It injects currents in the ac system such that the source currents become balanced 
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sinusoids and in phase with the source voltages. The overall function of UPQC mainly depends on the series and shunt APF controller. 

The integrated controller of the series and shunt APF of the UPQC to provide the compensating voltage reference Vc and 

compensating current reference Ic..The system configuration of a UPQC is shown in the Figure given below. 

 

 
Figure 1. Block Diagram of UPQC 

 

The equivalent circuit of UPQC is shown in the figure 2. An ideal controlled voltage source is connected in series in the circuit and 

current source is connected in shunt of the circuit so that the circuit works same as that of the UPQC.It is controlled in such a way that 

the voltage at load bus is always sinusoidal and at desired magnitude. Therefore the voltage injected by series active power filter must 

be equal to the difference between the supply voltage and the ideal load voltage. Thus the series active power filter acts as controlled 

voltage source. The function of shunt active power filter is to maintain the dc link voltage at constant level. In addition to this the 

shunt active power filter provides the VAR required by the load, such that the input power factor will be unity and only fundamental 

active power will be supplied by the source. 

 

 
 

                   Figure 2.Equivalent Circuit of UPQC 

CONTROL STRATEGY OF UPQC 

The control strategy proposed here aims to generate reference signals for both shunt and series APFs of the UPQC. The proposed 

control technique is capable of extracting most of the load current and source voltage distortions. The series APF is controlled to 

eliminate the supply voltage harmonics; whereas the shunt APF is controlled to the supply current harmonics and negative sequence 

current. In this paper, d-q frame theory is used to control both series and shunt controller. 

 

A. Description of Implementation of Series Controller 

The control strategy of series controller is shown in figure 3, in which voltage from the load and source is converted to its equivalent 

dq0 components, by using the angles from the discrete three phases PLL. The angles for the calculation are generated by using load 

voltage. The resultant voltage is then transferred back to the 3 phase component using reverse transformation. The resultant abc 

component is the fed to the discrete Pulse With Modulation generator (PWM) to produce gate pulses. The dq0 transformation is done 

by parks transformation. The same formula can be used for current transformation. Inverse parks transformation for the generation of  

reference signal. 

 

 

 

Figure 3. Control Strategy for Series Controller 
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B. Description of Implementation of Shunt Controller 

The control strategy of shunt controller is shown in figure 4. It is same as that for series controller, the difference lies in the fact that 

input in place of control voltage wave having magnitude of 1 p.u controlled by the angles drawn from the PLL (phase locked loop). 

Load current is given as input to PLL.The angles for the calculation is generated by using load current using parks transformation 

equation. Resultant reference signal is fed to PWM generator, which produce gate signal. 

 

 
 

Figure 4. Control Strategy for Shunt Controller 

 

SIMULATION MODEL OF UPQC 

In this model, the load is fed from the utility of 200V and 50 Hz as a source. A step up transformer is used to step up the utility voltage 

of 200V to 440V. A non-linear load is chosen for the purpose of investigation of single line to ground fault and double-line to ground 

fault. The series and shunt compensator of UPQC is connected through an inductor so that to remove the harmonics from the injected 

voltage and to remove the distortions in the injected current. Here, two compensators of UPQC works as Dynamic Voltage Restorer 

(DVR) and Distribution Static Compensator (DSTATCOM), the series compensator works as DVR and the shunt compensator works 

as DSTATCOM.  

 
 

Figure 5. Matlab/Simulink model of UPQC 

 

SIMULATION RESULTS  

Based on above proposed model of UPQC, the system is analyzed for normal conditions and fault conditions. Results for simulation 

without using UPQC are also given for comparison. 

 

A. Simulation results in normal operating conditions 

 

a. Simulation results Without Using UPQC 

Model as shown in figure 5, with test parameters is connected to a non-linear load. Load voltage and load current waveforms are 

shown in figure 6 and 7. Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) analysis is also done to determine the difference in percentage of Total 

Harmonic Distortion (THD).  
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Figure 6. Load Voltage Waveform without UPQC 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 7. Load Current Waveform without UPQC 

 

Figure 6 and 7 shows the harmonic level with THD.The harmonic level of voltage is 11.17% and the magnitude is 0.9794 p.u and the 

harmonic level of current is 26.43% and the magnitude level is 12.72 p.u. 

 

b. Simulation results Using UPQC 

Load voltage and load current waveforms of test system using UPQC are shown in figure 8 and 9. The harmonic distortion of voltage 

is  reduced to 2.11% and that of current is reduced to 2.92%.  
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Figure 8. Load Voltage Waveform using UPQC 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 9. Load Current Waveform using UPQC 

 

The value of total harmonic distortion in both cases signifies the use of UPQC in distribution system. 

 

B. Simulation results in faulted operating conditions 

 

a. Simulation results Without Using UPQC 

To check faulted operating condition a single line to ground fault is introduced in the circuit near the load. The fault transition time is 

chosen between 0.1-0.3 second. It can be seen that voltage level during the transition time is reduced considerably and the current 

level is increased.  

 

 

http://www.ijergs.org/


International Journal of Engineering Research and General Science Volume 3, Issue 3, Part-2 , May-June, 2015                                                                                   
ISSN 2091-2730 

308                                                                                                   www.ijergs.org  

 
 

 
 

Figure 10. Voltage & Current level during Transition time 

 

At this condition, FFT analysis is done. Figure 11 &12 shows the results for the same. 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 11. Load Voltage Waveform without UPQC 
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Figure 12. Load Current Waveform without UPQC 

 

b. Simulation results Using UPQC 

Wave forms and FFT analysis during UPQC compensation is shown in figure 13 & 14. Voltage and current levels are maintained at 

permissible limits and the harmonic distortion is considerably reduced below 5%. The harmonic distortions for voltage and current 

were 1.98% and 1.70% respectively. 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 13. Load Voltage Waveform using UPQC 
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Figure 14. Load Current Waveform using UPQC 

 

Similarly, the waveforms for double line to ground fault can also be observed. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In this paper the UPQC is tested under various load condition and single line to ground fault in MATLAB/simulink. It is seen that by 

designing the model with & without UPQC and analyzing the Fast Fourier transform results, the device is capable to maintain voltage 

and current in permissible limit and distortion level under 5% of standard. 
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